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Legal scholar Ignacio Carrillo Prieto, a relative of one of the victims of a government crackdown on
suspected leftists two decades ago, was appointed to head the office that will investigate hundreds
of disappearances during the 1970s and early 1980s. Carrillo's appointment as special prosecutor
comes a month after the government-affiliated Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH)
released a 3,000-page report providing details of the "dirty war" during that period.
Following the release of the report, President Vicente Fox pledged to investigate all cases and offer
reparations to survivors (see SourceMex, 2001-12-05). Carrillo, a law professor at the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM), said he took the post after receiving assurances from
the Fox administration that he would have full autonomy and complete support from government
institutions to carry out investigations.
Carrillo, whose office will have the power to subpoena documents and interrogate witnesses, said
the president promised him a budget and staff large enough to carry out the required tasks. "All
of us who have suffered these outrages have a need and an obligation to bring them to the light of
justice and punish [those responsible] according to the law," said Carrillo, whose cousin Deni Prieto,
reportedly died in an exchange of gunfire between a suspected guerrilla group and government
forces in 1974. Prieto's body was never recovered.
Carrillo's appointment drew mixed reactions from politicians and the legal community. "He is a
respected jurist and a first-class choice for this position," said Raul Carranca y Rivas, who has taught
law at UNAM for five decades. "But I still don't think this special prosecutor's office is going to
lead to anything." A statement by the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) said
Carrillo would be a "capable" prosecutor. But the PRD also urged President Fox to appoint a full
truth commission to investigate all the government's human rights violations of the past several
decades.
Fox has rejected suggestions to form a truth commission like those of Argentina, Chile, and South
Africa, saying that Mexico's Constitution does not allow the creation of such entities. Some human
rights organizations also welcomed Carrillo's appointment. The Asociacion de Familiares de
Detenidos Desaparecidos en Mexico (AFADEM), an organization of relatives of the disappeared,
said the new office gives them the opportunity to present documents, photographs, and other proof
in more than 1,200 cases that remain unresolved.

Prosecutor's effectiveness questioned
But AFADEM and others questioned whether Carrillo would be given the autonomy to investigate
the cases, especially because of his close relationship with former attorney general Jorge Carpizo
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McGregor, who is accused of having blocked previous efforts to investigate the disappearances.
"We are concerned because we do not know what assurances of autonomy, independence, high
profile, competence, commitment to human rights, and efficiency [Carrillo] would bring," said
Miguel Concha, president of the Centro de Derechos Humanos Fray Francisco de Vitoria. Rev.
Edgar Cortez, director of the Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustin Pro Juarez (PRODH),
questioned Carrillo's lack of experience in human rights. "Carrillo's clearest and most public
connection with human rights is that he ran for president of the human rights commission in Mexico
City," said Cortez. "Apart from this, he has not been much involved in human rights."
Several organizations called on Carrillo to focus his investigation on whether the state had any role
in the disappearances, either directly or indirectly through a cover- up of actions by individuals.
AFADEM spokesperson Julio Mata said the Fox administration must prove its commitment to
prevent violations of human rights by also following up on cases that happened after the dirty war of
the 1970s and 1980s. These include massacres at Aguas Blancas, Guerrero state, in 1995, and Acteal,
Chiapas state, in 1997.

Digna Ochoa assassination case remains unsolved
More recently, said Mata, the government must solve the assassination of human rights lawyer
Digna Ochoa y Placido, killed in Mexico City in October of last year (see SourceMex, 2001-10-31). A
recent investigation by the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR) found "negligence" by the
administration of former President Ernesto Zedillo in investigating death threats against Ochoa.
The report said former attorney general Jorge Madrazo Cuellar ignored the threats Ochoa reported
to federal authorities in September 2000. As a result, the PGR has ordered an investigation of 12
former employees of the prosecutor's office to determine why the threats were ignored. But PRODH
director Cortez said the Fox administration is just as much to blame for the lack of protection for
Ochoa, since current Attorney General Rafael Macedo de la Concha also "archived" complaints
about threats against Ochoa in May 2001. Macedo de la Concha and Mexico City prosecutor
Bernardo Batiz have promised to solve the Ochoa case as soon as possible but have made very little
progress.
The Ochoa assassination has raised some concerns in Mexico about a renewed wave of violence
against public figures during the past few months. Within a span of a few days in January, two
elected officials were killed and a Chiapas human rights state representative narrowly escaped
assassination. The two murdered officials were Yucatan state legislator Panfilo Novelo, a member
of the former governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), and Jaime Valencia, the newly
installed mayor of the town of San Agustin Loxica in Oaxaca state.
Pedro Raul Lopez, director of the Comision Estatal de Derechos Humanos (CEDH) in Chiapas state,
said assailants sprayed his home and automobile with bullets but did not hurt anyone. The three
incidents, which occurred during the first two weeks of 2002, prompted the CNDH to urge the Fox
government to take steps to reduce political violence before it reaches the level of 1994, the year
when presidential candidate Luis Donaldo Colosio and PRI official Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu
were assassinated (see SourceMex, 1994-03-30 and 1994-10-05). [Sources: Associated Press, CNI en
Linea, 01/04/02; The Dallas Morning News, Los Angeles Times, 01/05/02; Reuters, 01/07/02; Reforma,
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01/05/02, 01/08/02; Notimex, 01/08/02; Novedades, La Cronica de Hoy, Milenio Diario, 01/14/02;
El Universal, 01/05/02, 01/09/02, 01/10/02, 01/14/02, 01/15/02; Spanish news service EFE, 01/07/02,
01/15/02; La Jornada, 01/14/02, 01/15/02; The News, 01/08/02, 01/16/02]
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